Connecting California, Chapters 1-3 (Second Edition)
(Most of the material also appears in the First Edition.)
Introduction:
Why are “primary sources” especially valuable? (Intro questions apply to either edition)
Explain:  “Usually, primary sources are not written for us to read.”

Why are secondary sources also important in history?

Comment:  “Historians see the past from the perspective of the world they live in today.”

Explain what we mean by these three themes:  culture, economy, and politics.  

Can you anticipate how each of these themes will show up in the selections?

Why do you think the authors organized the book the way it is?  Could it be organized differently?
Section I: The Perception of California
Why do the authors refer to California as a region, a province, a state, and a dream?  (thinking question)
Chapter 1:  Myth vs. Reality
What can we learn from indigenous rock art?  Why is it important to know how the art was made?  (Selection 1).  (First Edition:  Section I, selection 5)
Where did the name of California come from?  Why is it important to understand myths about California as an island?  (Selections 2 and 3).  (First Edition: Section II, selections 1 and 2) 
How does the letter from Sebastian Vizcaino to King Philip III relate to both myth and reality?

(Selection 4) (First Edition: Section II, selection 8)  

What kind of perspective do you see in the excerpt from the novel, Ramona?  Is this nostalgia?  Why is it important to note when the novel was written?  (Selection 5)  (First Edition: Section IV, selection 9)
Section II:  Indigenous Peoples and Early European Exploration

Chapter 2: California's Native American Cultures
How does the research shared by Randall Milliken expand your awareness of “Native American Societies of the SF Bay Region”?  (Selection 1) (First Edition: Section I, selection 4)
What can we learn from an anthropological study of puberty and initiation rites?  How does this help us  undertand major trends in history?  (Selection 2) (First Edition: Section I, selection 11)

What do you find remarkable about the Wintu people?  How do you see culture, economy, and politics all intertwined in this society?  (Selection 3)  (First Edition, Section I, selection 6)

Fun Fact: The Wintu people in today's world created this one-minute message about Native Americans.  I am not sure why, but they did not mention their own culture in the message.
What does the information on trade routes tell us about the many cultures indigenous to California?  (Selection 4) (First Edition: Section I, selection 10)
Chapter 3:  The Era of European Exploration
What can a Spanish soldier tell us about the market at Tenochtitlan?  Did you notice that the date of publication is different from the time he visited the market? (Selection 1) First Ed: Sect. II, sel. 3)
How could an account about an Aztec market be relevant to California's history?

How does Vizcaino's diary compare with his letter to the king on the same subject?  (Selection. 2; compare with Section I, selection 4) (First Ed: Section II, Selection 8; compare with Section II, selection 9)
What do you find notable about Father Ascension's proposal for developing missions in California?  Why is it important to notice when this plan was written?  (Selection 3)  First Ed: Sect. III, selection 1
Thinking Questions:
How does the material in Connecting California help you understand what you are reading in our American History textbook?  How do the two books support each other?

How do you see yourself growing as a historian when you read Connecting California?

Do you see California's history in terms of United States History or as part of World History?  

Do you tend to see California as a state, a region, a province...or as a dream?

How do the chapter (or section) introductions help you understand the selections?  

What makes a source valuable?  Give examples.

Could a source be valuable even if it is not be completely accurate?  Give examples. 

For people who use the First Edition:  What valuable documents or articles do you see in your edition that are not mentioned on this handout?  How could these sources give us a better perspective?
